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Joint Standing Committee on the Commissioner for Children and Young People — Third Report —  
“Review of the 2008–2009 Annual Report of the Commissioner for Children and Young People” 

Resumed from 22 April 2010. 

Motion 

Hon LJILJANNA RAVLICH: I move — 

That the report be noted.  

I am pleased to be able to make some comments on the “Review of the 2008–2009 Annual Report of the 
Commissioner for Children Young People”. I put on the public record my congratulations to the Commissioner 
for Children and Young People on the excellent work that she has done in putting this report together and 
bringing it to the Parliament.  

Hon Nick Goiran: It’s not a report from the commissioner. 

Hon LJILJANNA RAVLICH: I am sorry; it is a report of the Joint Standing Committee on the Commissioner 
for Children and Young People, and it is an excellent report. That is all that needs to be said about that. 
However, there is much more to be said about the body of this report. I notice that one of the issues canvassed in 
this report is that of working with children checks. This is a very important function of the relevant agencies 
involved in the conduct of these checks. 

Obviously, the objective in undertaking those checks is to ensure that those people who work with children are 
cleared; that is, they do not have any criminal convictions or black marks against them and they are fit and 
proper persons to be working with young people. Although the legislation that provides the mechanisms for 
people who work with children to be authorised to do so is in place, it does not always mean that children are 
safe. This is of concern, because although some people have been checked and authorised to work with children, 
we find that children can nevertheless be subject to the behaviours of these people, which are inappropriate and 
which may cause them harm. 

I take the opportunity to put on the public record some information that was revealed to the Standing Committee 
on Estimates and Financial Operations about the Department of Education and the number of alleged sexual 
misconduct cases that were identified and reported within the department. This goes to the heart of whether the 
working with children checks are achieving the objects that they were established to achieve. Looking at the 
responses from the Department of Education about the number of cases of alleged sexual misconduct identified 
and reported and the outcomes of investigations into each of them for the period 2009–10, there are clearly some 
issues of concern about whether the working with children legislation is achieving the objective that it was set up 
to achieve. 

In terms of child protection misconduct, in 2009–10 a number of allegations of child pornography were 
investigated by the Standards and Integrity Directorate of the Department of Education. It found that there were 
five alleged cases of child pornography, 79 cases of physical contact of a non-sexual nature and 105 cases of 
inappropriate conduct that may have been sexually motivated, bringing the total number of cases to 189. I know 
that there has been some conjecture about this issue, and part of the inquiry was to look at whether the working 
with children checks should remain with the department or whether they should perhaps go to another agency. It 
does not make much difference where the responsibility for these checks lies; it is the integrity of the checking 
process that is important and whether the integrity of those checks is achieving the outcome of ensuring that 
undesirable people are not, at the end point, interacting with children. Those figures from the Department of 
Education for 2009–10 are very scary. These people are not all teachers. The Department of Education says that 
the statistics provided include all departmental employees, not only teachers, and that the inappropriate conduct 
can range from a student reporting behaviour that makes them feel uncomfortable through to actual sexual 
contact with students. When I have another opportunity, I will go into some detail about the evidence that was 
provided to the Standing Committee on Estimates and Financial Operations about the alleged sexual misconduct 
towards children by employees of the Department of Education. Clearly, this is an area of very great concern and 
needs to be revisited. To me, the indications are that there must be some flaws in the system for carrying out 
working with children checks if, at the end of the day, we cannot protect children in educational institutions. 

Hon Nick Goiran: Are you saying that the Commissioner for Children and Young People should be advocating 
on this? 

Hon LJILJANNA RAVLICH: Yes; I cannot see a problem with the Commissioner for Children and Young 
People advocating on that. My view is that anything to do with children should be of interest to the 
Commissioner for Children and Young People. She should have a fairly wide area of oversight and a broad level 
of responsibility. Those figures are very, very concerning. It matters that at some point, nearly 200 students have, 



Extract from Hansard 
[COUNCIL — Wednesday, 23 March 2011] 

 p1887a-1889a 
Hon Ljiljanna Ravlich; Hon Nick Goiran; Hon Linda Savage 

 [2] 

at the very least, felt that inappropriate conduct, which may have been sexually motivated, has in fact had some 
impact on them. If I were a parent of one of those students, I would be very, very concerned about that. 

Hon NICK GOIRAN: I want to make a couple of comments about the committee’s third report, “Review of the 
2008–2009 Annual Report of the Commissioner for Children and Young People”. 

I note the comments made by Hon Ljiljanna Ravlich. For what it is worth, I tend to think it helpful for someone 
who is a member of the committee to start the debate—although it obviously does not need to be the case—
particularly when someone needs to move that the report be noted. Be that as it may, Hon Ljiljanna Ravlich 
made a useful contribution and I share her concerns about sexual misconduct and students in our community, 
which is, of course, not the key substance of the report before us. This is in fact a report of the Joint Standing 
Committee on the Commissioner for Children and Young People, which annually reviews the commissioner’s 
report. 

I will highlight a few matters. Firstly, as already identified, there was some ongoing uncertainty about the 
working with children police checks. It is to be noted that this concern will not be resolved until there is a 
statutory review of the Working with Children (Criminal Record Checking) Act 2004. I am not presently clear 
about the status of that review, which I understand was to take place in 2010. Although I stand to be corrected on 
the date, in any event one would hope that the review is not far from complete, nor this matter from finalisation. 

There is one particular recommendation in the report that I wish to turn to — 

If the statutory review into the Working with Children (Criminal Record Checking) Act 2004 
recommends (as previously recommended by this Committee) that Working with Children Checks 
remain with the Department for Child Protection, then the Attorney General should pursue necessary 
amendments to the Commissioner for Children and Young People Act 2006 as a priority. 

Noting that this report was tabled in this place the best part of 12 months ago, which is in itself an issue, the 
government has provided a response that is self-explanatory and available to members, should they be interested. 

The second point that I want to draw members’ attention to is that the committee found it appropriate for the 
commissioner to investigate and advocate for children and young people with regard to alcohol restrictions, 
services for regional and remote communities and access to activities. In saying those things, I note that they are 
in fact what the commissioner has been doing. I note also that the committee was satisfied that, in the year under 
review, the commissioner had exercised her functions under the relevant act as required. 

I will make specific reference to two sections of the report and the commissioner’s strategic plan, titled “The 
plan for 2009–12: What the Commissioner and her staff will do”. The plan is structured around four action areas, 
three of which are consulting directly with children and young people; giving a voice to children and young 
people; and influencing policy. In relation to “the influencing of policy”, I note the comments made by the 
committee at page 15 of the report. The report quotes the commissioner’s transcript of evidence given on 
14 October 2009 and states — 

As reported in the Committee’s previous review, the Commissioner prefers to limit her comments to 
several public policy areas in order to avoid diluting her impact. With regard to priorities in the period 
under the review, the Commissioner advised that: 

Some of the key areas of focus continue to be the early years…; issues around juvenile justice; issues 
around discrepancies in terms of regional and remote communities and access to basic services for 
children and young people throughout the state. Mental health is another area that we have concerns 
about, and on a positive note, celebrating and promoting the positive involvement of children and 
young people throughout the state and the positive way in which children and young people engage in 
their local communities to shape those communities and influence things and also the very positive 
programs that are taking place in Western Australia. 

It continues — 

The Committee has chosen to highlight a number of the Commissioner’s policy priorities in this review. 

One of the things that you, Mr Chairman, will have noted is that mental health is an area the commissioner is 
concerned about. Members may be interested to know that the commissioner established an inquiry into the state 
of mental health of children and young people in Western Australia. I understand the period for submissions 
closed earlier this year—possibly towards the end of January; however, I stand to be corrected on that. I also 
understand, from a recent public hearing with the commissioner, that the report of that particular inquiry is likely 
to be with us in the not-too-distant future. We await that report with interest because it is the first time that the 
commissioner has exercised her power to hold a specific inquiry.  
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In closing, I also draw to members’ attention that the commissioner indicated an urgent need for on-the-ground 
practical services in regional and remote communities. I refer to page 18 of the report, which, again, quotes a 
portion of the commissioner’s transcript of evidence — 

I am surprised at just the lack of information in metropolitan Perth about the living conditions of people 
in those communities and the lack of access…kids have experienced multiple deaths in their community, 
extreme violence in their community, and there is not one child psychologist employed by the mental 
health services in the whole of the Kimberley to deal with trauma. I have raised that many, many times. 
I think it is an unacceptable standard of service and support. 

In saying that, Mr Chairman, I note that those comments were made in October 2009 and that it will be 
interesting to know what the position is some 18 months later. 

Hon LINDA SAVAGE: This is the second report of the Joint Standing Committee on the Commissioner for 
Children and Young People that I have had the opportunity to speak to. I will say at the outset, as I did a few 
months ago when I spoke about the other report, how important I believe it is to have a Commissioner for 
Children and Young People. The children and young people of Western Australia are very fortunate to have 
Michelle Scott; she is someone who is resolute in her determination to be a strong voice for children and young 
people and who is also prepared to take on some of the most pressing issues they face today. There are a number 
of examples I can refer to, one of which is the recent issues paper released by the commissioner on 23 February 
entitled “Young People and Alcohol Issues”, which makes very illuminating and somewhat disturbing reading. 
As Hon Nick Goiran pointed out, the outcome of the commissioner’s mental health inquiry is also expected 
shortly. 

The issues that the commissioner raises are of real concern to parents and to everyone interested in the welfare of 
children and young people. I would like to touch on two particular issues in the report. Firstly, I turn to chapter 2, 
part (ii) of the report headed, “Wellbeing of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander children and young people”. In 
that section of the report, the commissioner advocates four priorities relating to the interests and needs of 
Aboriginal children and young people, including increasing the number of child health nurses. 

Sitting suspended from 6.00 pm to 7.30 pm 

Progress reported and leave granted to sit again, pursuant to temporary orders. 
 


